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Digital	curation	at	the	core	of	DH

“Curation,	analysis,	editing,	and	modeling	comprise	
fundamental	activities	at	the	core	of	DH.”
“The	capacity	with	digital	media	to	create	enhanced	forms	of	
curation	brings	humanistic	values	into	play	in	ways	that	were	
difficult	to	achieve	in	traditional	museum	or	library	settings.”

(Burdick	et	al.	2012:17–18)
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Organized	support	for	digital	curation,	analysis,	editing	and	
modeling	involves	“platforms,	tools,	and	infrastructures”	
which	“depend	upon	the	basic	building	blocks	of	digital	
activity:	digitization,	classification,	description	and	metadata,	
organization,	and	navigation” (Burdick	et	al.	2012:17)
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CLARIN	ERIC:	The	European	research	
infrastructure	consortium	for	language	resources
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Not	forcing	a	model	on	the	DH	or	
institutionalizing	it,	but	
contributing	an	infrastructure	
and	meeting	ground	which	aims	
to	make	“all	digital	language	
resources	and	tools	from	all	over	
Europe	and	beyond	[...]	
accessible	[...]	for	the	support	of	
researchers	in	the	humanities	
and	social	sciences”
(Maegaard	et	al.	2017:2)



Some	research	questions

• Who	was	the	real	author	of	the	Dutch	national	anthem?
• How	was	American	consumer	culture	depicted	in	the	
Europe	throughout	the	20th	century?
• How	can	we	make	a	processing	chain	for	curating	and	
preserving	oral	history?
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Some	research	questions

• How	much	polarization	is	there	in	social	media	discourse	on	
climate	change?
• Which	challenges	do	language	learners	face	in	acquiring	
grammatical	gender	in	a	different	language?
• What	do	historical	documents	tell	us	about	the	relation	
between	gender	and	work?
• How	can	we	visualize	discourse	concepts	and	attitudes	by	
politicians	of	different	parties?
• Which	changing	concepts	are	associated	with	war in	
newspapers?
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Enhancing	access	and	(re-)usability

“are	the	barriers	to	entry	that	‘outsiders’	perceive	real	
usability	issues,	or	simply	points	on	DH’s	learning	curve?”	

(Edwards	2012,	p.	213)
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CLARIN	catalog

• Virtual	Language	Observatory	(VLO),	a	registry	of	Language	
Resources	(LRs)	http://vlo.clarin.eu
• 1,600,000	records	(including	recent	addition	of	Europeana	
records)
• Faceted	search
• Cross-sectorial	collaboration	with	the	GLAM	sector	
(Galleries,	Libraries,	Archives,	Museums)	planned
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FAIR	principles

• Findable:	data	must	be	registered	with	a	persistent	ID	and	
items	must	be	collected	in	a	catalog
• Accessible:	open	access	protocol	(subject	to	restrictions),	
clear	procedure	for	authentication	and	authorization
• Interoperable:	documented	descriptive	vocabulary,	
standards	for	data	and	metadata	coding
• Re-usable:	clear	licenses,	understandable	documentation	
(including	provenance),	compatibility	with	community	
standards	and	tools
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CLARINO:	CLARIN	in	Norway

• Certified	centres	with	repositories
– UiB/UB	(45	downloadable	datasets)
– UiO/Tekstlab	(16	downloadable	datasets	and	2	tools)
– NB/Språkbanken	(42	downloadable	datasets)	

• Other	related	centres
– UiT/Trolling	(60	downloadable	datasets)
– UiT/Giellatekno

• National	catalog	at	the	National	Library	of	Norway	which	
harvests	metadata	from	other	centres
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CLARINO:	More	than	repositories

• Corpus	tools:	Glossa	(UiO/Text	Lab),	Corpuscle	and	INESS	
(Uni	Research	Computing/UiB)	
• Term	Portal	(NHH)	
• Language	Analysis	Portal	LAP	(UiO/IFI)	
• Metadata	tool	COMEDI	(Uni	Research	Computing/UiB)
• Dynamic	interactive	presentation	of	digital	editions	
(UiO/EDD)
• Dissemination	actions
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CLARIN	priorities

• Uptake	by	researchers:	outreach	to	all	humanities	
disciplines	(researcher	training	courses,	workshops,	etc),	
service	enhancements	for	consistent	user	experience
• Technical	infrastructure:	towards	an	integrated,	
interoperable	infrastructure	(technical	centres,	services,	
licenses	etc.)
• Knowledge	sharing:	knowledge	centres,	mobility	grants,	
video	lectures,	course	registry	(with	DARIAH)
• Sustainability:	extension	to	new	countries,	cooperation	with	
GLAM	sector,	commitments	from	stakeholders	and	funders,	
cooperation	with	other	infrastructures
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Links

http://clarin.eu
http://clarino.uib.no
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