
The Wittgenstein Archives at 
the University of Bergen 

(WAB)
and the University Library

Rune Kyrkjebø
University of Bergen Library

Brukernavn
Presentasjonsnotater
I will give you some overview of the WAB and then tell you about the model of cooperation between the University Library – which is my institution -  and WAB

the WAB is one of the digital humanities projects which receive a day to day technical running support from Bergen University Library in our model of cooperation.

Together with CLARINO the WAB has been and is a supportive and important partner for Bergen University Library as we try to improve our services for the DH.

WAB aims to meet the need for availability of the texts in the accurate versions which the author left them in. He died in 1951.

WAB also aims to be a platform for explorative work with the Nachlass material.

WAB therfore engages with many types of textual Dig Hum.





wab.uib.no
wittgensteinsource.org
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The two main links to WAB materials

The top one is the main entrance.

Wittgenstein source includes other materials than the Nachlass, for example some manuscript versions of works that were published in Wittgensteins lifetime.

Univ. Library provides services of the kind Øyvind Eide mentioned as curriculum for the Cologne IT-certificate.

1 permanent staff position 50% with some scholarly support plus administrative support from the Dept of philosophy

photograph taken by Ben Richards of Wittgenstein in Swansea in 1947





WAB
• Funded 1990 to produce a «complete, machine

readable version of Wittgensteins Nachlass»
• 1990 – 2000 Transcription encoding work. Head Claus 

Huitfeldt
• «Bergen Electronic Edition» (Oxford University Press) 

2000

• … Today an archive in a broader sense: A digital 
humanities research infrastructure

• Head prof. Alois Pichler (dept. of philosophy, Univ. of
Bergen)

• Technical support from the University Library
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Encoding job in the size of 30 person years
Under Claus Huitfeldts leadership they developed and used code system «mecs-wit». Encoding later converted to XML.

The high accuarcy and good content of the transcription files is a great value. Manually annotated by highly qualified staff

1 permanent staff position

Library provides services of the kind Øyvind Eide mentioned as curriculum for the Cologne IT-certificate.

Creative research engagement with the material, is a high aim for WAB.  Therefore they have invested so much in the richness of the encoded texts and they explore ways to navigate the material.

All editorial marks and changes done by the author are encoded in the diplomatic text versions.

The Journal Nordic Wittgenstein Review is run as a part of WAB, and a repository called AGORA with conference papers, books and articles, and research material about Wittgenstein




Wittgenstein’s Nachlass
• His testament
• Ca. 20 0000 pages of documents
• Trustees: E. Anscombe, R. Rhees, G.H. von 

Wright
• von Wright’s catalogue
• Manuscripts 1 – 183
• Typescripts 201 – 245
• Dictates 301 - 311
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The trustees entrusted professors Kjell S. Johannessen at Bergen University, with colleagues Tore Nordenstam and Claus Huitfeldt, in 1990 to start transcribing the Nachlass in order to make it pubicly available. This resulted in the 2009 Bergen Electronic Edition.
The archive was based at AKSIS, the center that preceded todays Uni Computing, from 2001 to 2011, when it became part of the dept. of philosophy as a research infrastructure and project platform.



Interactive Dynamic Presentation 
(IDP)
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This is the main entrance to the text material.

You specify the manuscript number, then different filters according to how you want the text presented and which phenomena you want to be displayed.





Transcription – Ms 101
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Links let you jump straight to the facsimile



Facsimile – Ms 101
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The image comes with a permanent link



Wittgenstein Ontology Explorer
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The interactive ontology explorer lets you select manuscripts according to semantic criteria:

Published in
Refers to person
Refers to work
Dates

And then you og straight to the facsimile

There is also an online semantic annotation tool which allows you to add a layer of RDF triplets on the text of the form this concept has such a relation to another concept – afterwards you can save your annotations and share them if you like, with other users



Digital text format: TEI XML
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Bibliographical references (publshing history of the text unit
Internal references within 

Mentioned persons and works
Points in time, and timespans



WAB in university courses

UNIVERSITY OF BERGEN



WAB DH activities
• Facsimile- and text editions of the Nachlass

Open Access available
• EU-projects and cooperation (infrastructure, 

metadata, Open Access, web services, user
involvement, semantic technologies, 
repositories, online journal management)

• Continuing cooperation with Oxford University
Press
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OUP will publish WAB text in normalised version in their Scholarly Editions Online. WAB may still make everything freely available on the web



WAB findable in vlo.clarin.eu 
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I searched the VLO for «wittgenstein» and «nachlass». You will also find it in CLARIN by searching for corpora in the German language.

We want to integrate Wittgenstein data down to a more detailed level, with CLARIN through the CMDI metadata format



Collaboration – Library / WAB
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Figure of the general model, from Sluttrapport 
for prosjektet Digitale Fulltekstarkiv ved 
Universitetsbiblioteket i Bergen, 2014.
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Day-to-day support from Library staff includes
Adjustment so XML schemas
Assistance with structural queries to the Nachlass encoded texts
Customizing of XSLT stylesheets for analysis or conversion of textual data
Support with establishing the WAB data ontology
Customized data exports to other projects, for example Europeana (DM2E) and the CIS (München)

- This model is not a project but a permantent function





Other resources supported by 
library technical functions
• CLARINO Bergen Centre

– Repository
– menota.org – Medieval Nordic Text Archive

• The writings of Ludvig Holberg
• Marcus – University Library special collections

portal
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The idea is that we can support several resources with the same staff – 




Links & adresses
• wab.uib.no
• uib.no/ub
• clarino.uib.no
• holbergsskrifter.no

• http://www.uib.no/fof/112519/unesco-omfavner-
wittgensteins-nachlass

• Alois.Pichler@uib.no
• Rune.Kyrkjebo@uib.no
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UNESCO recently took up Wittgensteins Nachlass as world heritage. The web article also outlines the story behind WAB.

http://www.uib.no/fof/112519/unesco-omfavner-wittgensteins-nachlass
http://www.uib.no/fof/112519/unesco-omfavner-wittgensteins-nachlass
http://www.uib.no/fof/112519/unesco-omfavner-wittgensteins-nachlass
http://www.uib.no/fof/112519/unesco-omfavner-wittgensteins-nachlass
http://www.uib.no/fof/112519/unesco-omfavner-wittgensteins-nachlass
mailto:Alois.Pichler@uib.no
mailto:Rune.Kyrkjebo@uib.no
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ABOUT UiB
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